[Adenoid cystic carcinoma of the salivary glands. The value of postoperative radiotherapy].
The study of adenoid cystic carcinoma of the salivary glands is limited by the paucity of series described and the lack of prospective reports. The medical records of 21 patients with histologically proven adenoid cystic carcinoma seen between January 1975 and December 1991 were reviewed. The efficiency of postoperative radiotherapy both on locoregional control and overall survival was assessed. Seventeen patients underwent extensive surgery and postoperative radiotherapy. Three patients had recurrences in the surgery and postoperative radiotherapy group. Two patients who underwent surgery alone presented tumor recurrences. For the complex series the overall five and ten-year survival rates were 83% and 67% respectively. For the 17 patients in the surgery and postoperative radiotherapy group, five and ten-year survival rates were 87% and 77% respectively. These results show postoperative radiotherapy to be effective in decreasing the recurrence rate which is largely reported elsewhere.